California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
June 15-16, 2004
AGENDA ITEM 30
ITEM

Presentation By Contractor Of Report On The Study To Assess Methods To Increase Public And Community Participation In Board Processes (Contract No. IWM-C0206)

I.
ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT

This item is a presentation of the report on the Study to Assess Methods to Increase Public and Community Participation in the Board’s Processes (Attachment 1).  The study was conducted by the contractor, the University of California, Santa Cruz, and provides the Board with recommendations on how the Board may effectively increase participation of community-based groups in the Board’s activities, grants and processes.  
II.
ITEM HISTORY

At its December 11-12, 2001 meeting, the Board adopted Resolution 2001-527, Contract Concept No. 39 for the Environmental Justice Analysis Study Design Contract; and allocated $100,000 from FY 2001/02 for this study.

At its June 18-19, 2002 meeting, the Board approved the Scope of Work and the contractor, UC Santa Cruz, for the Study to Assess Methods to Increase Public and Community Participation in the Board’s Processes.

At its April 23, 2003 meeting, the Board heard an oral presentation from the contractor on Contract IWM-C0206.

At its September 16, 2003 meeting, the Board heard oral presentations from several community groups on methods to increase public and community participation in the Board’s processes, as part of Contract IWM-0206.

At its December 16, 2003 meeting, the Board heard an oral presentation from the contractor on Waste Facilities, Environmental Justice, and Community Participation as part of Contract IWM-0206.

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD

The Board is not required to take action on this item.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

There is no recommendation as this is an oral presentation only.

V.
ANALYSIS

A.
Key Issues and Findings

Background
Environmental justice is defined as “the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures, and incomes with respect to the development, adoption, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies.” (Government Code Section 65040.12) 

The Board’s commitment to environmental justice is described in the Board’s 2001 Strategic Plan as follows:

· The Board appreciates the state’s diversity and acts to protect the environment and public health and safety in a manner that ensures the fair treatment of people of all races, cultures and income levels.

· The Board reaches out to California’s diverse communities to assure that the Board is aware of the effects of the work the Board does, that the Board shares information with all communities, and that the Board includes the input of all communities in policy-making and decision-making.

· The Board provides assistance and support to communities in need to ensure that they have the knowledge, access, and tools to participate in a meaningful way in the public process. 

· The Board is committed to reducing or eliminating any disproportionate impacts of pollution identified in any community, including low-income and minority populations.
In addition, in Goal 6 of the 2002 Strategic Plan, the Board commits to “continuously integrate environmental justice into all of the Board’s programs and activities, including administrative and budgetary decisions.”

Key Issues

The Scope of Work for this contract required that the contractor provide the Board with the following:

· Coordinated, cohesive presentations on environmental priorities and concerns related to Board decisions, programs, and activities from community-based environmental organizations at 2002/03 Board meetings.

· Methods to increase effective communication between community-based environmental organizations and the Board.

· Methods to successfully market the Board’s programs and activities to identified community-based organizations.

· A best practices study that includes a summary and analysis of effective outreach, community relations, and communication strategies used by federal, state and local governments (as well as private businesses) relative to public participation and environmental justice issues.

· A final report summarizing community-based concerns and priorities on increasing public participation; recommendations to the Board on how to solicit and integrate community-based perspectives during the Board’s processes; and effective approaches to address environmental justice.

The report from the contractor, which is Attachment 1 to this agenda item, provides the Board with an analysis of the Environmental Justice (EJ) context for its decision-making; examples of strategies to increase public participation and community input; and recommendations on how the Board might effectively address EJ through its programs and activities.  

Specifically, the contractor:

· Conducted an analysis of the environmental justice context in the state and documented the demographic and income disparities that may be associated with CIWMB-regulated facilities;

· Provided coordinated, cohesive presentations on this work as well on environmental priorities and concerns related to Board decisions, programs, activities, and outreach; 

· Prepared this report on methods to increase effective communication and public participation, with a special focus on best practices by public and private sectors in the fields of outreach and relations with environmental justice communities.
B.
Environmental Issues

Staff is not aware of any environmental issue directly related to this item.  However, information from the draft report could serve as the basis for future Board action regarding public participation and community outreach.

C.
Program/Long Term Impacts

Information from the draft report could serve as the basis for future Board action regarding public participation and community outreach, so there could be impacts in the future to Board resources and workload.

D.
Stakeholder Impacts

Information from the draft report could serve as the basis for future Board action regarding public participation and community outreach, so there could be impacts in the future to local jurisdiction resources and workload, as well as to stakeholders in the form of additional information and opportunities to participate.

E.
Fiscal Impacts

Information from the draft report could serve as the basis for future Board action regarding public participation and community outreach, so there could be impacts in the future to program staff and local jurisdiction resources and workload.

F.
Legal Issues

Based upon available information, staff is not aware of any legal issues with this agenda item.

G.
Environmental Justice

The purpose of this agenda item is for the contractor to provide the Board with recommendations on how the Board may effectively increase participation of community-based groups in the Board’s activities, grants and processes.  The intent of the study was to begin to identify and address environmental issues as they relate to the facilities the Board regulates, as well as all other Board programs.  
H.
2001 Strategic Plan

This agenda item supports Strategic Plan Goal 6, which directs that the Board shall continuously integrate environmental justice concerns into all of the Board’s programs and activities.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION

N/A

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Report on the Study to Assess Methods to Increase Public and Community Participation in Board Processes (Attachment available closer to meeting date)

VIII.
STAFF RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEM PREPARATION

A.
Program Staff:  Rubia Packard
Phone:  (916) 341-6289

B.
Legal Staff:  Deborah Borzelleri
Phone:  (916) 341-6056

C.
Administration Staff:  N/A
Phone:  

IX.
WRITTEN SUPPORT AND/OR OPPOSITION 

A.
Support

Staff has not received any written support at this time.

B.
Opposition

Staff has not received any written opposition at this time. 
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