California Integrated Waste Management Board

Board Meeting
June 15-16, 2004
AGENDA ITEM 12
ITEM

Discussion Of Progress In Promoting Reuse Through The Reuse Assistance Grants Program

I.
ISSUE/PROBLEM STATEMENT

The purpose of this item is to present background information and an update for the California Integrated Waste Management Board (Board) on the progress of reuse through the Reuse Assistance Grants (RAGs) program.  Staff will also present project summaries of all grant projects funded with the RAGs.  

II.
ITEM HISTORY

At its October 26-27, 1999 meeting, the Board approved Contract Concept Number 56, a multi-faceted California Reuse Initiative.  A portion of that concept allocated one hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000) in Recycling Market Development Zone (RMDZ) funds to “kick start” the RAGs program with a FY 1999/2000 offering of grants.  Subsequently, as part of the FY 2000/2001 budget process, the Board secured two hundred fifty thousand dollars ($250,000) annual expenditure authority from the Integrated Waste Management Account (IWMA) through Budget Change Proposal (BCP) Number 5 for administering future offerings of RAGs.  To date, a total of thirty-one (31) RAGs projects have been awarded.   

III.
OPTIONS FOR THE BOARD

The Board is not required to take action on this item.

IV.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION

There is no recommendation as this is a discussion item.

V.
ANALYSIS

A.
Key Issues and Findings

Background
Since the inception of the RAGs program, the following grant cycles have been established:

· Fiscal Year 1999/2000 Offering

· Fiscal Year 2000/2001 Offering

· Fiscal Year 2001/2002 Offering

· Fiscal Years 2002/2003 and 2003/2004 Joint Offering

The Board has awarded $1.2 million out of the $3.6 requested.  This awarded amount has been matched by over $3.6 million by the Grantees.

The types of activities funded with the RAGs focus on key priority materials, and range from expanding Habitat for Humanity ReStores to increase C&D reuse, to enhancing food rescue programs.  Summaries of all grant projects are listed in Attachment 1.  Specifically, the following project types have been funded:

· One furniture reuse program

· Three food rescue programs 

· Four e-waste reuse programs

· Four reuse education programs

· Five Habitat for Humanity ReStores

· Seven C&D reuse programs

· Eight material exchange programs

There are numerous measures of success for the RAGs, including tons diverted, money saved, people served, children educated, etc.  For example, the City of Lomita’s Food Finders project collected 411,522 pounds of food during the grant term, providing 880,657 meals to the needy.  The 2002 diversion rate for the City of Lomita is 45 percent, with the RAGs contributing one percent of this diversion, as estimated by the Grantee.  The City of Lakewood reuses 67.5 tons of its bulky goods collections monthly.  The 2002 diversion rate for the City of Lakewood is 43 percent, with the RAGs contributing 0.1 percent of this diversion, as estimated by the Grantee.  The El Dorado County and Ventura County Habitat for Humanity ReStores divert over 409 tons of C&D materials each year.  The 2002 diversion rate for El Dorado County is 27 percent, with the RAGs contributing to 0.4 percent of this diversion, as estimated by the Grantee; the 2002 diversion rate for Ventura County is 54 percent, with the RAGs contributing 0.1 percent of this diversion, as estimated by the Grantee.  The City of San Jose’s partnership with Resource Area for Teachers (RAFT) increased the number of teacher members utilizing RAFT’s services from 4,000 to 5,650 by the end of the grant term.

B.
Environmental Issues

Staff is unaware of any CEQA or cross-media environmental issues relating to this item.

C.
Program/Long Term Impacts

The RAGs program is an existing program.  The purpose of the RAGs is to establish or expand reuse infrastructure that will continue far beyond the term of the grant.  Consequently, the positive impacts of the projects that are funded with RAGs should be long lasting.

D.
Stakeholder Impacts

Staff is not aware of any stakeholder issues or concerns arising from this agenda item. 

E.
Fiscal Impacts

Staff is not aware of specific significant fiscal impacts arising from this agenda item. 

F.
Legal Issues

Staff is not aware of specific significant legal impacts arising from this agenda item.

G.
Environmental Justice

Staff is not aware of any Environmental Justice issues related to this agenda item. 

H.
2001 Strategic Plan

Goal 1 – Increase participation in resource conservation, integrated waste management, waste prevention, and product stewardship to reduce waste and create a sustainable infrastructure. 

Objective 1 – Promote environmentally sound and financially viable waste prevention and materials management practices among all actors in the lifecycle of products and services.

Goal 2 – Assist in the creation and expansion of sustainable markets to support diversion efforts and ensure that diverted materials return to the economic mainstream.

Objective 2 –  Encourage the use of materials diverted from California landfills and the use of environmentally preferable practices, products, and technologies.

VI.
FUNDING INFORMATION

This item does not require any Board fiscal action. 

VII.
ATTACHMENTS

1. Project Summaries of Previous Reuse Assistance Grant Recipients

VIII.
STAFF RESPONSIBLE FOR ITEM PREPARATION

A.
Program Staff:  Sarah Weimer
Phone:  (916) 341-6613

B.
Legal Staff:  Marie Carter
Phone:  (916) 341-6062
C.
Administration Staff:  Roger Ikemoto
Phone:  (916) 341-6116

IX.
WRITTEN SUPPORT AND/OR OPPOSITION 

A.
Support

Staff did not receive any written support to this agenda item prior to its being submitted for publication.

B.
Opposition

Staff did not receive any written opposition to this agenda item prior to its being submitted for publication.
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