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BILLINGSLEY ILLEGAL DISPOSAL SITE

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Site Background: This illegal disposal site (Facility No. 19-AA-5756) is located in the Antelope Valley of northern Los Angeles County near the community of El Mirage. The site is approximately ¾ mile southwest of the intersection of Old El Mirage Road and East Avenue O.

An estimated 1,500 cubic yards of solid waste has been dumped and periodically burned within and alongside a long ago abandoned excavation. Waste types include household garbage, construction and demolition (C/D) debris, furniture, appliances, dismantled vehicles, landscape cuttings, and waste tires. Empty containers of precursor chemicals used in the production of methamphetamine are present. No individuals responsible for the dumping have been identified.

Upon the recent discovery of the dump, area residents reported to the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services (Local Enforcement Agency [LEA]) that the site has been used off and on for at least the last 30 years. Since its discovery, the LEA has documented some continued dumping of solid waste and has observed equestrians, rock hounds, and antique/bottle collectors rummaging through the waste on the property.

The current condition of the property presents numerous potential risks.  Besides physical hazards, analyses of burn ash from previous Board projects have generally demonstrated the presence of elevated levels of metals (i.e., lead, zinc, chromium, etc.) that exceed established State standards.  In addition, analyzed samples of C/D debris typically demonstrate the presence of asbestos containing materials (ACM).

Proposed Remediation Project: The Board’s contractor will remove solid waste, ash contaminated soils, ACM, and any other hazardous waste to appropriate facilities.  Metal debris, appliances, and tires will be separated and hauled to appropriate recycling facilities.  At project conclusion, the excavation will be filled with soils stockpiled adjacent to the trench and earthen berms will be constructed to discourage unauthorized access to the site.

Similar to other cleanup projects within the Antelope Valley, the county will install “No Dumping” signs, provide ongoing monitoring through the LEA, Sheriff, and Public Works offices, provide ongoing removal of solid waste from public right-of-ways, and vigorously pursue enforcement actions against identified responsible parties. In addition, the LEA has established ongoing educational efforts with communities in the Antelope Valley regarding solid waste disposal/recycling and works closely with the Antelope Valley Illegal Dumping Task Force, a group consisting of various county departments, state and federal agencies, local community leaders, and representatives from various nongovernmental organizations. As a result of the LEA’s efforts, a solid waste “hotline” has also been established for citizens to report illegal dumping activities.

Site Prioritization: The unsecured site is located in a semirural area of the Antelope Valley, with occupied residences within one mile of the site.  Based on the degree of risk to public health and safety, and the environment, the prioritization category is A2.  Priority A2 is a site in a rural area where a confirmed condition of pollution or nuisance from solid waste, based on comparison with state minimum standards, exists.
Preliminary Estimate for Cleanup:  Based on the abovementioned factors, staff estimate the project cost at $110,000.  The actual cost may vary due to limited investigation, unknown conditions, and/or the requirement to achieve compliance with State Minimum Standards.

Enforcement Actions and Cost Recovery: The LEA is in the process of completing the due process for administrative enforcement action against the owner of the involved parcel. Based on similar cases with absentee landowners in the Antelope Valley, it is unlikely that the property owner will comply. The LEA will also secure site access authorization on the Board’s behalf if the property owner is unable or unwilling to comply with the terms and conditions of the issued enforcement order.  

Staff recommend cost recovery of funds expended from Solid Waste Cleanup Trust Fund.  Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 48023.5, the funds expended by the Board shall constitute a lien upon the real property owned by the property owner that is subject to the remedial action.
CEQA:  CEQA requirements will be met through a Notice of Exemption.

Support:  Staff received written support for this item from Mr. Michael Antonovich of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors.

Opposition:  Staff have not received any written opposition at the time this item was submitted for publication.


