
 My name is Angel Amaro. I have been enrolled in the Orange County 
Conservation Corps for thirteen months. I currently work in recycling here at the OCCC 
which is a major factor to the progress of the organization. My job requires a team of 
corpsmembers and a staff driver to pick up recyclable materials from restaurants and 
hotels at Downtown Disney as well as various other establishments dispersed 
throughout Orange County. We collect the material in blue containers, provided by the 
corps to each business, three times a week and sort the material two days every week. 
The materials collected range from clear, brown, and green glass to plastic bottles and 
aluminum cans. 
  

Before I came to the conservation corps, I was enrolled in Western High School 
and spent four years in the Army JROTC program. As a cadet, I performed 
exceptionally well from the start and, at the start of my fourth year, I was promoted to 
the rank of Cadet Major and appointed position of Battalion Commander. This was 
fantastic but there was one critical drawback. I had devoted all my time and effort to the 
battalion that I neglected my own school work and I soon found out that I was not able 
to graduate with my class. My brothers had told me about the Orange County 
Conservation Corps and suggested I enroll. With the support of my JROTC instructors I 
went through with it towards the last two months of my senior year. I was able to finish 
the work I was behind on and graduated on time, earning my high school diploma. After 
graduating I was hired on and worked with NEG and then was moved to recycling a few 
months later, both jobs increasing and supplementing my experience in the field and 
working with others. My future goal is to enlist in the United States Marine Corps and 
this is in part the reason I have stayed with the conservation corps for so long. In order 
to accomplish this goal I must remove a tattoo by laser tattoo removal which is fairly 
expensive and the income from having a job here has made it that much easier to go 
through. Once this is done, I can move on. 
  

If I may make a request, I would like for the Orange County Conservation Corps’s 
funding to be kept in the Bottle Bill. The amount of material collected, sorted, and 
recycled by the OCCC has had a major impact on keeping Orange County clean and 
even promotes individuals to do the same. My fellow corpsmembers in the Recycling 
department pass on knowledge to civilians of how to recycle and the benefits of doing 
so. The importance of keeping the funding is simple: young people are added to the 
workforce and become upstanding citizens in their own communities and the 
environment benefits by eliminating waste by recycling. 
 
 
 
 

 


