Beverage Container
Recycling Program Reform

GalRecyclesd

Public Comment Form




Name: Robert Chavez

Representing: Urban Corps of San Diego County
Email: rchavez@urbancorps.org
Phone: 619-235-6884

Please provide your comments in the boxes below.

1. Ensure Integrity of Program Payments Made

1a. Daily Load Limits

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

1b. Mark Failure to Remit CRV Collected a Crime

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant




1c. Post a Security Bond

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

1d.Require an Application Fee

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful G Irrelevant

le. Require Use of DORIIS

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant



2. Modernize Program Operations

2a. Modernize Redemption Fee Structure

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

2b. Modernize Process Fee Structure

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

2c. Modernize CZ/Handling Fee Structure

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant



2d. Modernize Calculation/Application of Commingled Rates

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

2e. Shift Payment of CRV to Dealers

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

2f. Shift Payment of Processing Fee to Dealers

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant



2g. Criteria for distribution of unspent Fund balance

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

3. Improve Cash Flow/Increase Receivables

3a. Increase Interest Assessment Percentage for Underpayment/Late
Payment

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical G Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

3b. Include all ‘Ready-to-Drink’ Beverages to the Program

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant



3c. Assess Fee to Process Applications and Hardcopy Reporting Forms

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

3d. Reduce the following PRC 14581 (approx. $73.5M):
e Curbside Supplemental - $15M
e City & County Payments -510.5M
e Plastic Market Development Payment - $10M
e Quality Incentive Payment - $10M
e Public Outreach & Education - $5M
e Competitive & LCC Grants — approx. $23M

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

3e. Find Alternative Funding Source for Local Community Conservation Corps

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?
@ Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

Urban Corps of San Diego County wishes to formally extend our strong support for
continued Bottle Bill funding for local conservation corps (LCC). We urge the State to
do the same.

Urban Corps was started by the San Diego City Council in 1989. Recycling funding
from through the State Bottle Bill has helped us train and educate more than 10,000
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3f. Reduce Amount of Processing Fee Offset

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

3g. Re-Evaluate Need for Administrative Fee Offset/Payments

How useful would this concept be in reforming the recycling program?

O Critical O Somewhat Useful O Irrelevant

Additional Comments:
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	3eText: Urban Corps of San Diego County wishes to formally extend our strong support for continued Bottle Bill funding for local conservation corps (LCC). We urge the State to do the same. 

Urban Corps was started by the San Diego City Council in 1989. Recycling funding from through the State Bottle Bill has helped us train and educate more than 10,000 young adults. This funding has always been a cornerstone of our ability to run a large-scale recycling program with multiple community benefits: the preservation of local resources and the training and development of at-risk youth. We request that the Corps recycling funding remain an integral part of the CalRecycle Program, with secure access to continued funding. It is vital that conservation corps like us maintain these consistent funding sources for us to continue our important services to California’s environment, youth and communities.  

Without a doubt, cutting LCC grant funding will hurt local corps, will hurt local recycling efforts, and will hurt those youth most in need of a second chance in life.  Cuts will decreasing leveraged funding potential, as our corps uses this leveraging power to garner additional recycling contracts – which ultimately encouraged better recycling efforts countywide at events, large venues, schools, and business and residential sites. Without this funding local recycling efforts will be significantly hampered and many thousands of young people could potentially be deprived of the education and job training opportunities that we as local corps' provide. 

Urban Corps accomplishments with assistance from the LCC Grants:
• In the last 4 years, Urban Corps has diverted 1,504,735 tons of CRV beverage containers extending the life of our local landfill.  
• Bottle Bill funding has enabled Urban Corps to establish working relationships with large venues such as Qualcomm Stadium, Petco Park and Cricket Wireless to create effective and wide-reaching recycling programs for their events that would not have been affordable without the LCC Grants.
• Urban Corps provides critical, low cost collection service to our parks, hospitality industry, small businesses, and schools assisting the City of San Diego in achieving record recycling rates which are higher than the state averages.
• Provides recycling education to hundreds of students and community members each year through the Urban Corps’ Recycling Education Community Outreach (ECO) Center.  
• In the last 5 years, approximately 2,000 Corpsmembers have been educated on recycling though the Recycling Department which is largely funded by the LCC Grants.
• With LCC Grants, important community events happen because of the local corps’ assistance in meeting local mandates for collections.
• LCC Grants allow Urban Corps to strengthens local partnerships and conservation projects by leveraging funding.

To say the least, Urban Corps put the LCC grant funding to good work. We provide job training to 400 disadvantaged youth per year, providing them with an opportunity to earn a high school diploma and engage in positive activities to improve their communities. We provide career education and counseling which supports underserved youth in becoming productive members of society. We prepare young adults for green jobs, and support California’s economy. The program reduces youth recidivism and places lives back on track. Our host of success stories attest to the fact that this program is working, however it would not be the strong pillar within the community that it is without the consistent backbone support of the Bottle Bill LCC grant funding.

Please do everything in your power to ensure this funding continues to support so much more than just recycling efforts, as it also has the power to serve as the foundation for empowering the next generation of environmental stewards.
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