Waste Management’s “Future” Is at the Box Office:  Eco-Building Recycles Old Movies, �Cuts Costs by 12 Percent


�
Project:	The Office of the Future


Contact:	Waste Management Inc. of Torrance, CA


Location:	Downtown Biltmore Tower�	500 S. Grand, Suite 1710�	Los Angeles, CA 


Demonstration


Energy efficiency and sustainable design.  Primary emphasis on showcasing high quality, affordable, recycled-content office products, including recycled-content building materials.  


Project Description


The Office of the Future is a total of seven rooms including a lunch room and a conference room-approximately 1,250-square-feet of office space.  The suite, which was remodeled in 1995, is the working office for environmental services giant Waste Management, Inc., including its recycling service, Recycle America.  It also serves as a demonstration project for environmentally responsible work space (tours can be arranged). Almost everything in the office is reused or recycled.  Four categories of recycled-content products are exhibited:  office furniture, office supplies, construction products, and accessories.


The office also features several examples of energy efficient and/or environmentally friendly equipment, suitable for the office work environment.


A unique aspect of the office is that much of the furniture is made from salvaged movie sets-box office hits like Apollo 13, Clear and Present Danger, Batman Forev�er, and Congo. (If they hadn’t been salvaged, these movie sets would have gone to a landfill.)     


�Examples of Recycled-Content Products


Construction


Drywall:  Gypsum-board drywall throughout the office uses 100 percent recycled paper for the backing material.  The filler material contains about 7 percent postconsumer and 3 percent postindustrial gypsum.  �(Domtar Gypsum Drywall, 310-435-7711.)


Carpet: Carpet used throughout the office is made from 100 percent recycled-rubber tires and PET bottles.  (Image Industries Carpet, 310-652-4102)


Ceiling panels:  Fiber and wood ceiling panels are made from approximately 85 percent postconsumer content, including fiber from old newspapers and slag from the steel industry.  �(Armstrong, 800-292-6308.)


Steel studs:  Steel construction supports used for internal walls throughout the office are 67 percent postconsumer steel. �(Steel Recycling Institute, 412-922-2772.)


Lighting:  High-efficiency lighting used throughout the office provides 30 percent more light than standard fixtures, while saving 10 to 15 percent in energy costs.


Furniture


Custom conference table:  Made from panels composed of 100 percent postconsumer cardboard and brown paper bags.  The panels are lightweight, durable, very strong, and nontoxic.  �(Gridcore, 310-901-1492.)


Desks, entertainment center, and shelves:  Same as conference table.


Bookshelves, hall credenza, and "log cabinet": Made from salvaged movie set.  (Spin-offs, �310-320-7523.)


Armchair cushions:  Made from scrap metal, the arm rests and cushions are made from  hemp, an environmentally friendly agricultural fiber compared to furniture made from synthetic fibers or even cotton fibers.  A tough weed, hemp is grown without pesticides, herbicides or fungicides.  (Rising Star Futons, 503-382-4221.)


Office Supplies


Examples of recycled-content office supplies typically used include copy paper, letterhead, envelopes, paper clips, pens, pencils, and flatware.  �(Treeco, 310-399-TREE)


Accessories and Equipment


Filing cabinets:  Similar to steel studs, made from 67 percent postconsumer steel.  �(Treeco; 310-399-TREE) 


Artwork:  Made from various recycled or reused materials.


Refrigerator:  Demonstrates an energy efficient design without the use of freon or CFC refrigerants. (Real Goods Inc., 800-762-7325)


HEPA filters: High-efficiency particulate air (HEPA) filters help to trap airborne particulate using this high-tech filter.  (HEPA, 800-258-6003.)


Office equipment: Copier, fax machine, computers, coffee maker, and microwave are all energy-efficient models produced by major manufacturers.  Note: Copiers that have two-sided capability can reduce costs significantly, considering labor, material, postage, and maintenance expenses. (Savings of 5 cents per copy or more are typical.) 


�Office plant/Biofilter:  This air filter is disguised as a planter.  Combines activated carbon and other filtering media with living plants and microorganisms to reduce odors and pollutants in the air.  (BioSolutions Biofilters, 1-818-865-1961.)


Water filter system:  Uses a five-stage, ultraviolet, reverse-osmosis water filter to remove bacteria, contaminants, and fungi.  (FM Water Conditioning Water Filter, 310-949-6966.)


Comments


Who says a blockbuster building has to cost megabucks? According to Waste Management Inc.,  the design of the office, using recycled products, trimmed 12 percent off project costs without sacrificing quality.  Ecology is big business, not just because it’s the right thing to do, but because it makes cents that add up to big dollars.








Note:  The identification of individuals, companies, and products in these materials does not constitute endorsement by the CIWMB and is provided for informational purposes only.  The CIWMB is distributing this information in an effort to increase public awareness and knowledge about this important topic.
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The California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB), as a recipient of federal and state funds, is an equal opportunity employer/program and is subject to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  CIWMB publications are available in accessible formats upon request by calling the Public Affairs Office at (916) 341-6308.  Persons with hearing impairments can reach the CIWMB through the California Relay Service, 1-800-735-2929.
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